Evidence for Defence.
Dr John Steed
given to her for a month while she was in the asylum, which con-
tained I/7th of a grain of arsenic per day. Assuming that she
had already taken arsenic into her system and was poisoned by
arsenic, in my opinion that tonic would retard recovery and
prohably increase the symptoms. Having heard part of the evi-
dence, and having studied all the evidence with regard to Mrs.
Armstrong's symptoms, and having heard what was found at the
post-mortem, assuming also that arsenic was the cause of her
death, I should say that it was taken in the form of solid arsenic
in a large dose on the 16th February, in the morning. I heard
the evidence of Dr. Ainslie with regard to Mr. Martin, and also
the evidence of Dr. Toogood. I agree with what was stated by
them.
Cross-examined by the attorney-general—I agree with what
they said about the standing and reputation of Sir William Will-
cos, also of Dr. Spilsbury and Mr. Webster. I have not had many
cases of arsenical poisoning. I was present while the doctors were
being examined on the Crown side, with the exception of Sir
William Willcox. With regard to August, I put down Mrs. Arm-
strong's condition at that time to what has been called general
toxaemia. I know that in life the diagnosis of arsenical poisoning
is a little difficult; there are other poisons which cause
symptoms very similar. If Mrs. Armstrong had been suffering from
poisoning from arsenic she would have multiple neuritis after the
effect of arsenic had ceased; at least I would expect that to come
on after the immediate symptoms of the arsenical poisoning had
passed away. I do not care to give an opinion on when to expect
the arsenic to pass away from the body, quite apart from the nails
and the hair. Assuming that she had a vomiting on the 13th
February, that might be quite consistent with arsenical poisoning.
In view of the fact that we know she did die from arsenical
poisoning, do not these symptoms of which you have been good
enough to speak point to it being arsenical poisoning before the
16th?—In my opinion, no.
What I want to get from you is when did the symptoms that
you said are consistent with arsenical poisoning cease?—Indi-
vidually ?
When did they cease to be auto-intoxication and become
arsenical?—When she had acute vomiting on the morning of the
16th.
What makes you say that?—The symptoms which we have
heard from Dr. Hincks seem to me to prove fairly, almost de-
finitely, with the nervous symptoms from which she was suffering
when she came back from Barnwood on the llth, I think, when
the examination was made, that she was not suffering certainly
from arsenical neuritis. Her symptoms as detailed by him were—
" She had an absence of knee jerks, no ankle clonus, no planta
reflex action, and ttiis high-steppage gait." I admit those may be
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